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This morning we begin a short Advent series titled, “The Dawn of Peace In a 

World of Strife.” As I was pondering how to approach the Christmas season 

this year, I was struck by the fact that we are entering a season where here 

the words “peace on earth, good will toward men” when all around us we are 

plagued with strife.  

 

At a global level, we cautiously watch what’s happening in North Korea, 

Russian, Turkey, and the Middle East. Every day we hear news of terrorism 

around the world.  At a national level we grieve the epidemic of mass 

shootings, while rioting takes to the streets over racial tensions. At a personal 

level, families are commonly facing relational crisis not to mention the 

internal turmoil and conflict we often feel in our own souls. Christmas almost 

seems untimely.  

 

Yet, over the next few weeks, I want to remind you that this is the perfect 

time to celebrate Christmas. Jesus came to give us peace in a world of strife. 

There will come a day when there will be no end to the increase of His 

government or of peace (Isa 9:7)—a day when the righteous reign of Christ 

will rule every sphere of life on this globe. But what about now? Is there any 

peace for today? On the night of His betrayal, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with 

you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not 

let your heart be troubled, not let it be fearful.” Later than evening Jesus 

said, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. 

In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the 

world” (John 14:27; 16:33). My aim over the next few weeks is to remind us 

to rejoice in the greatest gift we can have in this strife-ridden world which is 

peace with God through Jesus Christ.  

 

Advent Series: The Dawn of Peace in a World of Strife 

� Dec 6: “From Peace to Strife” (The Need for Peace) 

� Dec 13: “From Strife to Peace” (the Promise of Peace) 

� Dec 20: “Peace in the Midst of Strife” (The Giver of Peace) 

 

In Luke 2, when the angels appeared in the sky to announce to ordinary 

shepherds that Jesus, the Christ child, had been born, they said, “Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased” 

(Luke 2:14).  

 

The birth of Jesus brought an announcement of peace. He would bring peace. 

Notice that this peace is not universal. The peace that is mentioned in Jesus’ 

birth announcement is not for all the world. It is for those with whom God is 

pleased. Jesus would provide peace for those upon whom God would shower 

His favor, those whom God would draw to Christ. The angels are announcing 

the good news of peace with God that would come to those upon whom God 

was pleased to pour out His saving grace.  

 

What is peace in the Bible?
1
  

 

Before we go any farther, it may be good for us to pause and ask the 

question, “what is peace?” In our modern English language, peace simply 

refers to the absence of conflict or turmoil. But in the Bible, peace refers to a 

positive quality of life that could only come from God alone. In the OT peace 

is captured in the world Shalom. It represents a general sense of well-being 

that results from living in the favorable presence of Yahweh. A person who 

had shalom, or God’s peace, would experience rest, safety, and freedom from 

fear and worry. Shalom is a gift from God that can only be received in His 

presence.
2
  

 

When our kids were younger, I posted Numbers 6:24-26 above the head of 

their bed because regardless of that happened in family life that day, I wanted 

their last waking moments to be spent giving their blessing to one another 

and receiving blessing from dad and mom: “May the LORD bless you and 

protect you. May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. May the 

LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.'” (NLT). 

                                                           
1
 See Colin Brown. The NIDNTT, vol 2. p. 776-783.  

2
 Ibid.  
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A better translation of the priestly blessing reads this way: “The Lord bless 

you and keep you; The Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be 

gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you 

peace”—shalom (NASB). Here the one who walks in God’s peace, Shalom, is 

blessed by God, protected by God, treated graciously by God, and so 

lavished with God’s presence, that he is content, satisfied, and fulfilled in the 

Lord.
3
  

 

In the NT, peace (Eirene) carries over these same rich qualities. In the OT 

God Himself, Yahweh, is our peace (Judges 6:24). In the NT, Jesus is our 

peace (Eph 2:14-18) because He reconciles us to God  

 

Our need for Peace 

 

This is the kind of peace we long for, and this is the kind of peace that the 

world knows nothing of. From the earliest chapters of the Bible we see the 

concept of Shalom illustrated in the garden of Eden. Though the word 

shalom is not used until Gen 15, it is clear that Adam and Eve experienced it 

in the Garden of Eden as they lived in the blessing of God’s presence, in the 

fullness of God’s favor.   

 

Let’s turn to Genesis 1 together to examine it firsthand.  

[Gen 1:26-31] 

 

Vs. 26, 27 – Adam and Eve created in the image of God. This gave them 

significance and a purpose in life that exceeded everything else in creation. 

As God’s image-bearers they had the privilege of intimate fellowship with 

God. They were made to live in the goodness of God’s presence.  

 

Vs. 26, 28 – Adam is given dominion over the earth—to “subdue it.” There is 

a God-given order for this world that is necessary for peaceful living.  

Vs. 28 – God blesses them to be fruitful and to multiply.  

                                                           
3
 Ibid.  

Vs. 29 – God provides for them in abundance. They have everything they 

need. The sense we get from these verses is that life before the fall was 

characterized by fullness, contentment, and blessing. There was no evil, 

only the abundance of God’s goodness. In the words of vs. 31, “it was very 

good.”  

 

Yet, there’s more: [2:15, 18, 21-25] 

 

Vs. 15 – Adam was given the fulfillment of work without toil.  

 

Vs. 24, 25 – there was human companionship and the blessing of marriage. 

Complete vulnerability without shame.  

 

Adam and Eve were experiencing life together in the presence of God and 

the fullness of His blessing. No fear, shame, guilt, condemnation, anger, 

anxiety, worry, stress, sickness, depression, regrets; not even the knowledge 

of evil. Life was very good, reflecting God’s glory and enjoying His favor. In 

a word, shalom.  

 

But sadly, this quality of life was soon to be ruined. You know the story 

goes. In Genesis 3, Satan comes to deceive Eve into a single choice of 

rebellion—to act on a false premise that God was holding out on them, 

questioning God’s goodness. Notice, it was just one sin that brought on a 

landslide of negative repercussions. People today seem to think that just one 

sin is insignificant as though it has no repercussion on their character or the 

status before God—of course they use that line of reasoning repeatedly for 

sin after sin, day after day. The prevailing thought today is that a person is 

not really a bad person unless they have accumulated some really bad sins 

that set them apart from the average sinner. Yet the Bible says, that to break 

God’s law at just one point makes you guilty of breaking the whole law 

(James 2:10). (Illus: lawbreaker: 75 in a 55) Furthermore, if we are really 

honest, no sin is every singular. No sin stands alone. Eve may have sinned 

with a single action, but it came from a deceived heart of envy, pride, and 

self-exaltation—treason—she wanted to be like God! 
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In Gen 3, committing treason against God by eating a single forbidden fruit, 

led to a landslide of sinful expressions. [Gen 3:7-24] 

 

[Vs. 6]. – Eve was deceived; became envious (wanting to be like God). Here 

we see the beginning of human depravity seeing evil as good and good as 

evil. So deceived was Eve, that she urged Adam to join her in her rebellion 

against God.  

 

Vs. 8-10 – shame; fear 

Vs. 11-13 – blame-shifting; self-justification; critical grumbling spirit 
(rather than gratitude for God’s gift of wife) 

 

Vs. 16 – Eve experienced physical pain and marital strife through a 

distortion of marital roles;  

Vs. 19 – Adam endured frustrating toil and faced physical death 

Vs. 23-24 – alienation from God—driven from the favorable presence of 

God.  

 

If we were to walk further through Genesis we would discover the 

devastating effects of sin working in the second generation in Gen 4. Out of 

jealousy, Cain killed his brother Abel, lied to God and was cursed to be a 

wanderer on the earth—the very opposite of life in Eden. In Gen 5 we see a 

perpetual rhythm of death as every succeeding generation dies (8 x’s: “and 

he died.”). By the time we get to Gen 6, God’s assessment of the human race 

describes utter depravity: “Then the Lord saw the wickedness of man was 

great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only 

evil continually” (6:5). 

 

Before the fall there was no knowledge of evil; now the wickedness of man 

was so great that every desire of his heart of only evil continually. This is the 

picture of human life apart from God.  

 

This is why we need peace with God. Far greater than our need for national 

or international peace. Even greater than our need for peace in our homes is 

the need for personal peace with God. But is there any hope that we could 

once again experience the shalom of God’s favor?  

 

Hope for Rescue from Peace-killing Sin  

 

Back in Gen 3:15, there was a singular ray of hope that peace would one day 

dawn again. In God’s judgment against Satan, He said, “I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall 

bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him on the heel.” The promise 

here is that a child would be born that would overcome Satan and landslide 

of sinful deception He set off in the human race.  

 

Today we know that that child is Jesus. The one announced to the shepherds 

in Luke 2:10-14: “behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall 

be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for 

you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will 

find a baby wrapped in cloths, and lying in a manger." And suddenly there 

appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 

saying, "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with 

whom He is pleased." (Luke 2:14) 

 

How would this Christ child be our peace? Well, first its important to 

understand that this is no ordinary child. John 1 describes Him as the eternal, 

living Word of God: “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with 

God and the Word was God…and the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us…” This child is the Son of God, God Himself come in human flesh. This 

God-man would live His earthly life unlike any other person in the human 

race. He would live in absolute agreement with His father’s will, never 

falling into sin, never forfeiting God’s favor. He would live His earthly life 

for a singular purpose—to glorify the Father by giving His life as a sacrifice 

for sinful people by being brutally nailed to a cross where He would bear the 

weight of God’s wrath that every one of us deserves.  

 

“He who was delivered over because of our transgressions…was raised 

because of our justification. Therefore, having been justified by faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 4:25-5:1). What 
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that simply means is that after Jesus died to make the payment that our sin 

deserved, God was so pleased with how Christ perfectly satisfied His justice, 

that He raised Christ from the dead, demonstrating His acceptance of that 

sacrifice on our behalf. This means that when we are united (made one) with 

Christ through our faith and trust in Him, we are again justified (made right 

with God) so that we can once again have peace with God. Through Christ 

we can be restored in living in God’s presence, under His favor and blessing. 

This is why the angels sang, “Peace among men with whom He is pleased” at 

the birth of Jesus.  

 

Now I want you to think about how this applies to you personally. Think 

about all the areas of life where you lack peace. Internal turmoil and 

relational strife are ultimately the residue of peace-killing sin in your life and 

the lives of others. You need peace with God that’s only found in union with 

Jesus Christ. What’s so amazing is that when you have peace with God, you 

can live in the quality of His blessing and favor even when war is breaking 

out all around you. The power to fight stress, anxiety, fear, and worry is to 

have peace with God through Jesus Christ.  

 

Do you have peace with God? The gift of peace that God offers you requires 

a very personal encounter with Christ. You need to come to Him with your 

sin. Submission to Him as Lord must include all of life—your life.  

 

What we’ve seen this morning is that God created you to know Him and 

delight in His goodness—to live in His peace. But sin has destroyed peace 

with God. Your sin alienates you from God and puts you at war with God. 

And the only way for you to make peace with God is to turn from your sin 

and surrender your self-rule to take Jesus and His death as payment for your 

sin.  

 

In just a moment, you will have an opportunity to quietly reflect and pray. I 

urge you to have an honest conversation with Jesus in which you 

acknowledge that you have been living your life in defiance of God’s rightful 

reign over your life; that you have been living for your own desires 

unconcerned about God’s will for your life, and that you are ready to be 

reconciled to God by yielding to Jesus as Lord and Savior.  

 

Having peace with God does not mean that you won’t have to endure the 

storms of life. What it does mean is that you can face those storms with 

confidence knowing that God is with you, God is for you; that you can 

experience His favor and blessing even through life’s greatest struggles and at 

the end of this life, eternal joy with the Lord.   

 

Communion 

As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, it is reserved for those who 

have peace with God. In other words, the Lord’s table is for those who have 

renounced and repented of their sin to put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ 

in order to be reconciled with God. (open to all believers) I encourage all of 

you now, as the bread is passed, to examine your hearts for any sin that is 

hindering your enjoyment of peace with God; to confess you sin and once 

again find the joy of God’s forgiveness.  

 

Bread: Matt 1—“You shall name Him Jesus, for He will save His people 

from their sin…and He will be called Immanuel which means ‘God with 

us.’”  

 

Cup: Rom 8:31-32—“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for 

us, who is against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him 

up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things” 


